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Those Xsma'iilyefa in Syria who openly admit their belief are
estimated at some twenty thousand by a native official in-
timate with them, but he holds that these form only a tenth
of the whole number, as the majority are hidden in the cities
of Syria under the general name of Moslems, openly denying
the faith which they secretly practice. The Isma'Iliyeti send
a yearly tribute to one Sultan Mohammed Shah, known as
the Agha Khan in Bombay, where his father was exiled,
for political reasons, from Persia. This remarkable per-
sonage, who is well read In many modern languages and
has the appearance of a polished man of the world, claims
lineal descent from the Old Man of the Mountain, Lord
of the Assassins. The Isma'ilfyeh cherish his picture in
their houses, believing him to be an incarnation of the Deity.
His enormous wealth is mainly derived from this tribute,
much of which is sent by the Isma'ilfyeh of East Africa:
And yet he is counted as a prominent figure in Islam, with
great influence over the Shi'ah Mohammedans of India!

Theologically, these three secret cults of Syria are derived
from the same root, namely, the teachings of an extreme sect
of the early Isma'iltyeh called the Batinis or Esoterics. In-
itiation, thus, plays an important factor in all three cults.
With the Druses, the Initiates, or 'oqqfil' (that is, the wise),
include both men and women, but the non-initiates, or
jahhaF (that is, the foolish or simple), form the majority of
the Druse population. The Initiated are divided into two
classes. Members of the higher class are characterized by
extreme dignity and exaggerated decorum of speech. As has
been stated, the Druses speak of themselves as Unitarians
unless they are forced to use the common designation for the
sake of convenience. The services of the Initiated are held
on Thursday evenings in the khul'wehs, which are usually
situated on some lonely hill-top, or in the meeting-house in
the village. The meetings are supposed to have a strongly
political flavor. Formal prayer Is said to form no part of
the service, which includes exposition of the secret books,
composed mainly by Hamzeh, the Batini missionary, who
was the real founder of the sect in the tenth century. The
uninitiated participate In no religious service nor practices,